Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.028; wR factor = 0.075; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.2.
In the title compound, [Cu(C 10 H 10 NO 3 )(C 5 H 8 N 2 ) 2 ]Á2H 2 O, the Cu II atom is coordinated by three N atoms and two O atoms in a distorted square-pyramidal geometry. The crystal packing is stabilized by intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds.
Related literature
For related literature, see: Plesch et al. (1997) ; Raso et al. (1996 Raso et al. ( , 1999 ; Warda (1997 Warda ( , 1998a .
Experimental
Crystal data [Cu(C 10 Table 1 Selected geometric parameters (Å , ). Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2000); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2000); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 1997); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 1997); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2000); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. considerable interest due to their richness in structural diversity, their electrochemical properties and also due to their use as potential models for a number of important biological systems (Raso et al., 1999; Raso et al., 1996) . Several stuctural studies have been performed on Schiff base copper (II) complexes derived from salicylaldehyde and animo acids (Warda, 1997 (Warda, , 1998a . In this context we present here the crystal structure of the title Cu II complex, (N-salicylidene-β-alanine)(3,5-dimethylprazole) 2 ]copper(II), in the form of its dihydrate.
The structure consists of monomeric units with a square pyramidal copper center ( 
The title compound was synthesized as described in the literature (Plesch et al., 1997) . To β-alanine (1.00 mmol) and lithium hydroxide monohydrate (1.00 mmol) in 10 ml of methanol was added salicylaldehyde (1.00 mmol in 10 ml of methanol).
The yellow solution was stirred for 1.0 h at room temperature prior to cooling in an ice bath. The resultant mixture was added dropwise to copper (II) acetate monohydrate (1.00 mmol) and 3,5-dimethylpyrazole (2.00 mmol) in an aqueous methanolic solution (20 ml, 1;1 v/v), and heated with stirring for 2.0 h at 333 K. The dark green solution was filtered and left for several days, dark blue crystals had formed that were filtered off, washed with water, and dried under vacuum. Analysis found: C 50.12, H 6.04, N 14.93%; calculated: C 49.73, H 6.05, N 14.49%.
Refinement
The positions of the H atoms of the water molecules were located in difference Fourier maps and refined freely along with an isotropic displacement parameter. Other H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined as riding atoms, with C-H supplementary materials sup-2 = 0.93 (CH) and 0.97 Å (CH 2 ) and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C), with C-H = 0.96 Å (CH 3 ) and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C), and with N-H = 0.86 Å (NH) and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (N).
Figures Fig. 1 . The structure of the title compound, showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atom-numbering scheme. 
